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The 67th General Assembly will most likely go into the record book(s) for more than one reason – the incumbent Democratic governor not running for re-election, with his party in the majority in the legislature and for facing the largest budget deficit in Colorado history.  Grim is the only way to describe the coming consequences.  


As in previous sessions, at the end of each bill, the sponsoring Senator or Representative’s name and phone number will be shown.  Readers are encouraged to offer input (or opinions) to their representatives – if on the fence as to how they might vote, your input/opinion could be of benefit.  The area code for all numbers at the Capitol is (303).
House Bill No. 10-1002:  This bill involves the Taxpayers Bill of rights (TABOR), although you might not realize it by the bill’s official title – “Concerning an Increase in the Threshold Necessary to Trigger a Temporary Income Tax Rate Reduction as a  Method to Refund Excess State Revenues by an Amount Equal to the Threshold Necessary to Trigger the Earned Income Tax Credit Refund.”


Analysis by the Colorado Legislative Council Staff (CLCS) indicates “This bill reorders the TABOR refund mechanisms, where the Earned Income Tax Credit refund would precede the Temporary Income Tax Rate Reduction Mechanism (and all other mechanisms) when the TABOR surplus is large enough.


House Bill 1002 is, in part, prompted by the provision in House Bill 05-1194 which created “a new TABOR refund mechanism, starting with income tax year 2011, the state income tax rate will be temporarily reduced from the rate of 4.63 percent to 4.50 percent when the state experiences a revenue surplus large enough to support the rate reduction.”

Colorado’s Constitution was amended through Article X, Section 20, which requires excess revenue in excess of the TABOR limit be refunded to taxpayers until Referendum C’s five-year time off.  



On January 20th, House Bill 1002 was referred favorably to the Committee on Appropriations.

Lead Sponsor in the House:

Representative John Kefalas, (D-Larimer) 866-4569.

Lead Sponsor in the Senate:

Senator Paula Sandoval, (D-Denver) 866-4862.

House Bill 10-1008:  This bill, “Concerning a Prohibition Against Consideration of Gender in Setting Rates for Individual Health Insurance Policies,” if passed, will make certain practices insurance companies use in determining rates for an individual health insurance policy discriminatory, namely, using gender as a factor.  
Lead Sponsors in the House:

Representatives Sue Schafer, (D-Jefferson) 866-5522,

And Elizabeth McCann, D-Denver), 866-2959.

Lead Sponsors in the Senate:

Senators M. Carroll, (D-Arapahoe) 866-4879, and 


Gail Schwartz, (D-District 5) 866-4871.

House Bill 10-1010:  “Concerning Authorization for Agencies of the State to Enter into Public-Private Initiative Agreements with Nonprofit Entities, this bill would add a new part to Article 38 of Title 24 of the Colorado Revised Statutes, designated as Part 2, Public-Private Initiatives.  Put forth upon recommendation of the interim Fiscal Stability Commission, the bill if passed “authorizes nonprofit organizations to submit proposals to state executive agencies, boards or commissions to enter into public-private initiative agreements to provide a state service or project,” according to the analysis by the CLCS.

The legislative declaration states the goal of the bill is for state government to deliver public services in the most cost-effective and efficient manner.  The bill specified “evaluative criteria to be used by and procedures to be followed by the agencies in considering, evaluating and accepting or rejecting unsolicited proposals for public-private initiatives.”


The CLCS analysis points out that the Department of Personnel and the Office of Information Technology in the Governor’s Office are the two state agencies with the potential to experience the greatest fiscal impact should this bill pass.  
Lead Sponsor in the House:

Representative Mark Ferrandino, (D-Denver) 866-2911.
Lead Sponsor in the Senate:

Senator John P. Morse, (D-El Paso) 866-6364.  
House Bill 10-1015:  This bill, “Concerning the Creation of a Stable Funding Pilot Program for Small School Districts that Enter into Agreements to Jointly Provide Services to Save Costs,” creates “a pilot program in the Colorado Department of Education to fund small districts through the School Finance Act at a consistent level over 5 years,” with “small school districts” defined as those with a pupil count of fewer than 2,000 students.


The impact on a school district is that “schools with declining enrollment that participate will receive stable funding over 4-5 consecutive years, even in years in which their funding would have decreased based strictly on funded pupil count.”  

Lead Sponsors in the House: 
Representatives Tom Massey, (R-District 60) 866-2747,


and Karen Middleton, 866-3911.
Lead Sponsor in the Senate:  

Senator Keith King, (R-El Paso) 866-4880.







Doris Beaver

